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NEWLY ELECTED NATIONALRAT MEETS IN FIRST LE- 
GISLATIVE SESSION. On March 18, 1953, the new National- 
rat (Lower Chamber of Parliament - Ed.) elected to office in 
the nation-wide balloting of February 22 was called into ses- 
sion by President Koerner for this year’s first legislative 
meeting. 

The session opened with the election of a new Presiding 
Committee, 2nd President Boehm, acting as temporary chair- 
man in lieu of the late President of Parliament, Leopold Kun- 
schak. The results of the election were as follows: ist Pre- 
sident, Dr. Felix Hurdes (People’s party), with a majority of 
148 votes; 2nd President, Deputy Boehm (Socialist party), 
with a majority of 151 votes; and 3rd President, Deputy Hart- 
leb (League of Independents), with a majority of 80 votes. 
This is the first time that a member of the League of Inde- 
pendents occupies the position held in previous legislative 
sessions by Deputy Gorbach of the People’s party. 


Freely Elected Parliament Demands Freedom for Austria 


The new President of Parliament, Dr. Felix Hurdes, then 
took the floor to deliver an address in which he said: “‘I con- 
sider it self-evident that on this occasion, too, as has so 
often been the case in this House, we should solemnly pro- 
test against the continuing interference of the four occupying 
powers in the legislative activities of this freely elected 
Parliament. We shall never tire of protesting against this 
and of demanding freedom for our Austria. 

‘*We know that among the people there are those who of- 
ten utter harsh and bitter words of criticism, but I should like 
to remind these critics how happy many nations would be if, 
as we here in Austria, they could make themselves heard in 
a freely elected Parliament.’’ 


Pays Tribute to Dignity of Nationalrat 


Dr. Hurdes went on to say: ‘‘Legislation is the basis of 
our entire national life, and one of the main functions of the 
Nationalrat is to act as a check on the executive branch of 
government. Thanks to their prerogative of interpellation, 
members of Parliament have the possibility of demanding ex- 
planations from the Federal Government and its individual 
members on various administration measures. Both its legis- 
lative functions and this right of control attest to the impor- 
tance and dignity of this great House. 

‘*But this dignity of the House can only be preserved if 
all of you act in concert. Of course, the temptation is often 
too great to keep factual differences from becoming personal, 
but in the work we are about to undertake, I beg you to also 


take into consideration, that in the interest of the mission 
(Cont'd on page 2) 





JULIUS RAAB ASKED TO FORM NEW AUSTRIAN GOVERN- 
MENT. Federal President Theodor Koemer asked former 
Minister Julius Raab, Chairman of the People’s Party, to form 
a new Government. President Koerner took this action after 
Chancellor Leopold Figl, whom he had entrusted to form a 
new Government after the outcome of the recent elections on 
February 22nd, had resigned his mandate. 

It is expected that the designation of Julius Raab as 
Chancellor vouches for a continuation of the cooperation of 
the two major parties which has given Austria the most stable 
government in Europe since the end of the war. It is particu- 
larly emphasized that Julius Raab was a strong advocate of 
cooperation between management and labor during all the 
past war years. Continued government stability is therefore 
assured with a new People’s Party —Socialist coalition cabi- 
net under the leadership of Julius Raab. 

Julius Raab is a leading figure of the Austrian People’s 
Party and was a leader of the Christian Socialist Party ge- 
nerally regarded as its predecessor, during the First Repub- 
lic when he also held the post of Minister of Commerce. After 
World War II he first was the parliamentary leader of the 
People’s Party and became, in June 1951, after Dr. Figl’s 
resignation Chairman of his Party. Since the end of the war 
Ing. Raab has been President of the Federal Chamber of 
Commerce. 


PRESIDENT KOERNER RECOMMENDS CONTINUATION 
OF COALITION BETWEEN SOCIALIST AND PEOPLE'S 
PARTIES.On February 27 Chancellor Leopold Figl (People’s 
Party) and Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf (Socialist) met 
with President Theodor Koerner of Austria for a half-hour 
conference at which People’s Party chairman Julius Raab 
and Minister Karl Waldbrunner of the Socialist Party were 
also present. The following statement was issued at the 
close of the conference: 

‘*President Koemer had invited the gentlemen to come 
and see him in order that he might inform them of his views 
on the situation resulting from the elections on February 
22nd. In the opinion of the Federal President, the outcome 
of the election reflected the endorsement given by the over- 
whelming majority of the Austrian people to the collaboration 
between the two major parties which had proved itself during 
the difficult years of the postwar period. The Federal Presi- 
dent expressed the belief that such a collaboration would 
continue to be desirable, not merely in the interest of com- 
pleting the country’s rehabilitation but also as a necessity, 
in view of the fact that only internal unity of purpose could 
bring Austria closer to the desired goal of final liberation.’’ 
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LATE NATIONALRAT PRESIDENT KUNSCHAK HONORED 
AS OUTSTANDING DEMOCRAT. Leopold Kunschak, one of 
the elder statesmen of the Austrian People’s party and Pre- 
sident of the Austrian Parliament, died the night of March 
13 to 14; 1953, at the age of eighty-one. 

On the occasion of his death, President Theodor Koerner 
of Austria expressed his condolences to the presiding com- 
mittee of the Nationalrat in a letter in which he characterized 
Kunschak as a ‘‘fighter for law and justice and as a true 
champion of his political philosophy.’’ 

Chancellor Figl, speaking at the bier of the departed 
President of Parliament, spoke the following words of tribute: 
‘‘For 60 years he devoted his full energy and great political 
talents, with the highest ethical earnestness, to the service 
of his country. His faithful adherence to principle won him 
the highest esteem of even his political opponents.’’ 


Founded Christian Social Workers Party 


In 1892 Leopold Kunschak founded the Christian Workers 
League and later the Christian Social Workers party, and as 
leader of the latter worked closely with Dr. Lueger. In 1904 
he was elected to the Municipal Council, in 1907 to the 
‘*Reichsrat’’ and in 1919 to the Constituent National Assem- 
bly. Since 1945, Kunschak had taken part in the restoration 
and rehabilitation of Austria. 

On the occasion of his recent death, the ‘‘Neue Wiener 
Tageszeitung’’ (People’s party organ) wrote: ‘‘Leopold Kun- 
schak gave us all a forceful example of how to serve one’s 
country with altruism and sacrifice.’’ The‘ ‘Arbeiter-Zeitung’’ 
(Socialist) said: ‘‘He was respected by all as he himself res- 
pected the will of the voter for whom he enlisted respect.’’ 
‘‘Die Presse’’ (independent) commented: ‘‘His upright and 
sincere nature won him the highest regard.’’ 


CONTINUING OCCUPATION DESCRIBED AS ‘‘DISGRACE- 
FUL’’ON THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DAY HITLER 
ANNEXED AUSTRIA. On the occasion of the 15th anniver- 
sary of Hitler’s annexation of Austria, the ‘‘Neues Oester- 
reich’’ published an editorial entitled: ‘‘For Fifteen Years.’’ 

The editorial recalled that on March 9, 1938, Chancellor 
Schuschnigg of Austria had announced in Innsbruck his gov- 
ernment’s intention to hold a plebiscite in order to determine 
whether the Austrian people were for Austria or for the 
Greater German Reich. Working through his agents, Hitler 
forced the plebiscite to be dropped, the resignation of the 
federal government and, finally, the acceptance of an illegal 
fait accompli. Since then, the paper commented, fifteen 
years have gone by and today Austria is still deprived of her 
freedom as a result of the continuing occupation. 

“True enough,” the editorial continued, ‘‘since the de- 
parture of the 5S and the Gestapo we have recovered the right 
to our sacred name and regained the colors of our country. 
The text of the Constitution states that Austria is a demo- 
cratic republic, governed by Austrians in accordance with 
the will of her citizens. Independent judges make her de- 
cisions and Parliament holds essentially all power. 

‘*But in reality the sovereignty of the country which was 
occupied fifteen years ago and ‘liberated’ eight years ago 
continues to be restricted, the freedom of decision of its peo- 


ple’s elected representatives continues to be restrained, its 
judicial system continues to be the subject of interference 
on the part of this or that occupying power, its administra- 
tive apparatus is repeatedly exposed to pressure and its pub- 
lic officials are not infrequently tom in a conflict of con- 
science between their swom duty and their concern for per- 
sonal safety. Although Gessler’s cap, which Austrians had 
to salute between March 1938 and April 1945 (i.e. period of 
German occupation - Ed.), has now been removed from the 
pole (reference to Schiller’s William Tell - Ed.), a complete 
hat store has been opened instead. In all gratitude for the 
aid given us by the Allies, we cannot help but note that how- 
ever artfully masked the blockade of Austria’s path of life 
may be, it still remains a blockade and the Federal Chancel- 
lor has called the ‘continuing subjugation of the Austrian 
people’-to quote his words -a ‘disgraceful state of affairs’.”’ 


NEW NATIONALRAT (Cont'd from page 1) 


we are called upon to fulfil we must never loose sight of our 
common bond.”’ 


Background of Parliament’s New President 


Felix Hurdes was born in Bruneck, South Tyrol, on Au- 
gust 9, 1901. He studied law and political science at the 
University of Vienna and in 1933 opened a private law prac- 
tice in Klagenfurt, Carinthia. Two years later he was ap- 
pointed to the Municipal Council of Klagenfurtand the follow: 
ing year became Commissioner of Education and Public Cons- 
truction in the Provincial Administration, a position which he 
held until 1938. When Hitler occupied Austria, Dr. Hurdes 
was intemed at Dachau and in 1944'at the concentration camp 
of Mauthausen. Shortly before the liberation in 1945 he was 
tried before a National-Socialist ‘‘People’s Court.’’ After 
1945 he became General Secretary of the People’s party, 
which he helped to found. In November of that year, Dr. Hur- 
des was asked to take charge of the Ministry of Education 
in the first Federal Government. He remained Minister of 
Education until January 1952. 


Main Committee and Permanent Subcommittee Elected 


Following President Hurdes’ address, the Nationalrat 
got down to business with the election of the all-important 
Main Committee of Parliament. Its Membership of twenty-four 
consists of eleven Socialist and eleven People’s party de- 
puties and two deputies of the League of Independents. Ar- 
ticle 55 of the Austrian Constitution stipulates that the Main 
Committee ‘‘shall be convened if the necessity arises, when 
the Nationalrat is not in session.’’ Moreover, certain decrees 
of the Federal Government and of individual Ministers cannot 
be promulgated without the prior approval of the Main Com- 
mittee. According to the ways and means procedure of the 
Nationalrat, the Main Committee is defined by law as ‘‘the 
organ of the Nationalrat through which the latter participates 
in the executive work of the Federal Government.’’ 

After the plenary session of the House, the Main Commit- 
tee met to elect the presidents of the Nationalrat as chairman 
of the Committee and to appoint a 13-member Permanent Sub- 
committee, to which six members of the People’s party, six 


Socialists and 1 Independent deputy were named. 








March 28, 1953 


Austrian Information 


Page 3 





ALLIED COUNCIL DISCUSSES ‘“‘GERMAN ASSETS,” 
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS AND PREWAR DEBT CONFER- 
ENCE. At its meeting of February 27 the Allied Council for 
Austria discussed three questions, but no agreement was 
reached on any one of them. 

Soviet High Commissioner Sviridov rejected a request by 
the three Westem Powers that members of the Allied Com- 
mission and their dependents be allowed unrestricted free- 
dom of movement in the Soviet zone of Austria. The British, 
French and American high commissioners pointed out that 
these restrictions were preventing some tourists from visit- 
ing Austria. 

The Soviet representative on the Council then raised ob- 
jections against a recent decision of the Austrian Constitu- 
tional Court regarding the administration of former ‘‘German 
assets.’’ Back in 1945 the Soviet Union refused to recognize 
in its zone of occupation the Austrian law enacted at the 
time, whereby former ‘‘German assets” were nationalized. 
General Sviridov stated that these former ‘‘German assets‘’ 
had become the property of the occupying powers as a result 
of the Potsdam decisions, and consequently the Soviet au- 
thorities would never recognize the appointment of any pub- 
lic administrators for enterprises in their zone of occupation. 

General Sviridov then demanded that the Austrian Gov- 
ernment submit to the Allied Council, within ten days, the 
text of the agreements reached at the recent Rome confer- 
ence on prewar debts. French High Commissioner Lalouette 
characterized General Sviridov’s statement as ‘‘belated 
election propaganda,’’ and British High Commissioner Sir 
Harold Caccia said that he could hardly wait to read the 
phantastic story the ‘‘Oesterreichische Zeitung’’ (Soviet- 
controlled) would publish regarding this point of the Coun- 
cil’s agenda. 


ALLIED COUNCIL AUTHORIZES ULTRASHORT-WAVE 
TRANSMITTER. The Allied Council recently notified the 
Austrian Post Office Department that it was authorizing it to 
establish a test transmitter for ultrashort-wave broadcasting 
in Austria. 

Ultrahigh-fre quency transmissions have hitherto been pro- 
hibited in Austria by the Control Agreement. The fact that 
this ban has now been lifted, at least partially, is a further 
step toward releasing Austria from the various restrictions 
to which she is still subject. The erection of an ultrashort- 
wave transmitter also represents the first step in establish- 
ing an Austrian television network. 


CARDINAL INNITZER DEPLORES SHORTAGE OF CLER- 
GYMEN. In his pastoral letter on the occasion of the 1953 
Lent season, Archbishop Cardinal Innitzer noted that only 
76 new priests could be ordained to replace the 300 secular 
and other priests (belonging to religious orders) who died 
between 1945 and 1952. In the Archdiocese of Vienna alone, 
there were 18 parish posts, 2 expositor openings, 70 posi- 
tions for secular priests and 24 openings for priests and 
chaplains of religious orders which still had not been filled. 
The Cardinal attributed this shortage of clergymen to the 
materialistic spirit of our times which has caused the priest- 
hood to be held in lower esteem. 


TRADE UNION EVENTS IN AUSTRIA THIS YEAR. The Jan- 
uary issue of the Austrian Federation of Trade Unions’ 
‘‘News Bulletin’’ lists the following trade union events to be 
held in Austria this year: 

April 20-22: Meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
International Federation of Building and Wood Workers 
(Vienna). 

May 14-17: Third Congress of the Austrian Printing and 
Paper Workers Union (Vienna). 

May 15-17: Third Congress of the Austrian Mine and 
Metal Workers Union (Graz, Styria). 

June 1-7: Meeting of the Executive Committee of the In- 
ternational Federation of Newspapermen (Vienna). 

August 3-5: Ninth Congress of the International Federa- 
tion of Industrial Organizations and General Workers Union 
(Vienna). 

August 6-8: Third Congress of the Austrian Chemical 
Workers Union (Vienna). 

August 29-September 6: Third Austrian Trade Union 
Rally (Vienna). 

September: Third Congress of the Austrian Food and To- 
bacco Workers Union (Vienna). 

September: Third Congress of the Austrian Railroad 
Workers Union (Vienna). 


AUSTRIAN BALANCE OF PAYMENTS WITH E.P.U. IM- 
PROVING. The ‘“‘Sonderdienst Oesterreich’’ (Austrian Special 
News Service) recently reported that Austria’s financial po- 
sition in the European Payments Union (E.P.U.) has been 
steadily improving since the second half of 1952, and in- 
formed quarters are of the opinion that this favorable trend 
will continue to be noticeable for some time to come. They 
believe that it reflects a number of economic developments 
such as the effects of Austria’s credit restriction policy, the 
decline in world market prices, the satisfactory harvest, a 
comparatively substantial stock of agricultural and indus 
trial raw materials, and a decrease in coal imports due to 
higher domestic output, increased fuel-oil consumption and 
electrification of the federal railroads. Current credit re- 
strictions in Austria are having the effect of not only curb- 
ing imports but also intensifying exports. 

Austria’s 1952 debit has now been wiped out and this 
year her balance of payments in the E.P.U. shows a credit 
in her favor. This is primarily due to a decrease in payments 
for imports, which had been abnormally high in 1951 but 
were held within normal limits in 1952. 


Government Now Discussing E.P.U. Problems as Affecting 
Austria 


According to the provisions of the OECC’s liberalization 
code, amember state need not fully comply with trade liberal- 
ization measures and ‘‘invisible transactions’’ requirements, 
providing its economic and financial position justifies such 
incomplete compliance. To date, Austria has been able to 
take advantage of these provisions because of her position 
as a ‘‘special case’’ and a structural debtor nation. Even 
though there is a possibility that Austria may continue to 
have an active balance in theE.P.U. for the next few months, 
a deficit will be difficult to avoid after April-May of this 
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year. There is a good chance, therefore, that by the end of 
the 1952-53 fiscal year Austria’s accounts with the E.P.U. 
will be balanced. Austria’s competent government agencies 
are aware of the necessity of coming to grips with these 
questions on a broad basis and to do so at an early date, for 
the country’s position on the E.P.U.’s current problems will 
have to be crystallized by spring of this year when negotia- 
tions are scheduled to start in Paris. 


AUSTRIA JOINS IN WORLD BANK LOAN TO YUGOSLAVIA. 
In mid-February the World Bank granted the Yugoslav Gov- 
ernment a $30,000,000 loan which will be made available in 
the currencies of ten European countries, including Austria, 
and which will serve to finance a number of projects designed 
to modernize and expand the economy of Yugoslavia. 

The Austrian Minister of Finance revealed that Austria’s 
quota would amount to the schilling equivalent of $250,000. 
Austrian participation in this international credit loan is an 
expression of the country’s continued cooperation with the 
World Bank from which Austria is trying to obtain a credit for 
the exploitation of her water-power resources for hydroelec- 
tric projects of international importance. To raise the funds 
for Austria’s participation in the loan to Yugoslavia, a treas- 
ury-certificate issue was floated. The loan is repayable in 
twenty-five years with the first payments, bearing an interest 
of 4-7/8% per annum, due in the summer of 1956. The schil- 
ling quota granted to Yugoslavia will be used for the pur- 
chase of Austrian goods. 


NATIONAL LOAN TO BE FLOATED FOR AUSTRIAN 
ELECTRIC POWER COMBINE. The ‘‘Neue Wiener Tages- 
zeitung” reported in mid-March that the Austrian Ministry of 
Finance was putting the finishing touches to a loan issue 
for the Austrian “Elektrizitaetswirtschaft A.G.’’ (the Aus- 
trian national electric power combine), which would be un- 
derwritten by the Federal Government and designed to favor 
the accumulation of long-term savings capital. Draft bills 
to that end were submitted to the Chambers for pre-Parlia- 
mentary consideration on March 14; 1953. 

According to present plans, the E.A.G. would float a loan 
during the first half of 1953; this would represent the first 
major call on the Austrian capital market, now in the pro- 
cess of being built up, and would bring the subscribers im- 
portant benefits. The proceeds of the loan are to be invested 
in the power stations now under construction and in the pro- 
gram for increased electrification. 


Capital Requirement of 925,000,000 Schillings 


The projects included in the 1953 construction program 
will require a capital expenditure of 925,000,000 schillings, 
and the yield from the announced loan is expected to cover 
part of this capital requirement. Inasmuch as domestic pow- 
er needs will probably increase by 7% during the coming 
year, the E.A.G.’s expansion program is in the interest of 
the entire national economy. 

The Chamber of Labor, however, has recommended com- 
pulsory legislation requiring corporations to make available 
a certain portion of the tax-free profits set aside for invest- 
ment purposes in the form of a loan for the expansion of 
electric power facilities. 


DEMAND THAT AUSTRIAN RAILROADS BE RUN ON A 
BUSINESS BASIS. At the end of February, Dr. H. Fuchs, a 
noted Austrian railroad expert, delivered a speech in which 
he discussed the problem of commercialization of the Aus- 
trian federal railways. He said that although the federal 
railways had always operated at a loss since the establish- 
ment of the Second Republic it has not been possible to as- 
certain with any degree of accuracy what factors were defi- 
nitely responsible for the deficit. He concluded that a more 
revealing and more business-like method of accounting was 
therefore necessary, one in which actual revenue and ex- 
penditures were properly juxtaposed, with tariff subsidies to 
be included in the budget of the individual departments 
which benefit from them and not simply listed in the overall] 
profits-and-loss statement. 

Dr. Fuchs also made a number of suggestions for modern- 
izing the federal railroads. He said that the latter’s payroll 
now carried a total of 72,000 workers and employees. The 
federal railroads were also paying pensions to 88,000 indi- 
viduals (of whom 53,000 were retired railroad personnel and 
35,000 were beneficiaries of other allotments). 


AUSTRIAN FAR EAST EXPORT MISSION ESTABLISHED 
VALUABLE CONTACTS FOR AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY. At 
the end of February, when three members of the Austrian Far 
East Export Mission returned to Austria, it was announced 
that the names of more than a thousand Far Easter firms 
interested in representing Austrian manufacturers in their 
respective countries had been communicated to Austrian in- 
dustry in the course of the past three months, during which 
the mission visited six countries. The main lines in which 
these Far Eastern firms, most of them in Manila, Thailand, 
Burma and Ceylon, have expressed an interest were ma- 
chinery, electrical supplies, textiles, instruments and appa- 
ratus, iron and steel products and rubber goods. 

The mission also found that it would be highly desirable 
for Austrian firms to participate in the bidding for public 
contracts in these countries, inasmuch as more than 70% of 
their capital goods requirements are being filled through 
public bids. 


EXPORTS OF AUSTRIAN DRAUGHT AND BOTTLED BEER 
CONSIDERABLY INCREASED. During the past brewing 
season (i.e., from October 1, 1951, to September 30, 1952), 
Austria exported 1214 hectoliters (1 hl. = 26.41 U.S. gallons) 
of draught beer and 7248 hectoliters of bottled beer. These 
figures represent a considerable increase over the previous 
season’s exports of 450 hl. draught beer and some 1500 hl. 
bottled beer (1950-51). 

These export achievements are particularly noteworthy in 
view of the fact that after World War II Austria’s breweries 
were forced to find new outlets abroad and convince foreign 
buyers that Austria produces high-quality beer. 

Most of the markets for Austrian beer are in the United 
States, Africa, the eastern Mediterranean and other overseas 
areas. In 1951-52 the only European market for Austrian 


draught beer was Italy. The largest consumer of Austrian 
bottled beer is French Equatorial Africa. 





« 





« 





March 28, 1953 


Austrian Information 


Page 5 





AUSTRIA GRANTED $6,000,000 LOAN FOR COTTON PUR- 
CHASES. Early in February of this year the Export-Import 
Bank granted Austria a loan of $6,000,000 for the purchase 
of cotton. The loan is repayable in 18 months at an interest 
rate of 2%% per annum. It is to be used for the purchase of 
cotton wool and cotton waste suitable for processing. 


AUSTRIA REPRESENTED AT U.N. TECHNICAL ASSIS- 
TANCE CONFERENCE. The Austrian Government was rep- 
resented at the Technical Assistance Conference of the 
United Nations recently held at U.N. Headquarters in New 
York. The conference was attended by delegates from sixty- 
five nations who announced the financial contributions their 
governments are willing to make. 

Dr. Franz Matsch, Austrian Consul General and Observer 
with the United Nations, represented Austria on whose be- 
half he informed the conference that his country could con- 
tribute 500,000 schillings to the expanded Technical Assis- 
tance Program for 1953, subject to the approval of the Aus- 
trian Parliament. 


AUSTRIAN AMMONIUM SULFATE OUTPUT MOSTLY EAR- 
MARKED FOR EXPORT. The Linz Nitrogen Works recently 
began converting nitrogen into ammonium sulfate at a new 
plant. The production process is based on the chemical 
processing of ammonia and calcium sulfate. The gypsum, of 
which 160,000 tons will be required annually for the produc- 
tion of ammonium sulfate, is supplied by the Gmuindlseer 
Works. Later, anhydrite (which is anhydrous calcium sul- 
fate) will be produced for the sulfuric acid plant now being 
built in Linz. The new ammonium sulfate plant has an esti- 


mated annual capacity of 100,000 tons, most of which is ear- 
marked for export. 


ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT OF DANUBE SHIPPING 
SEEN. Last year marked a favorable development in Danube 
shipping, both with regard to freight volume and passenger 
traffic. Some 220,000 passengers were transported by river 
craft. During the second half of 1952, 32,000 tons of coal, 
3,000 tons of wheat and 10,000 tons of other freight were 
shipped downstream from Linz to Vienna. 

Most of the upstream freight from Vienna was handled by 
tankers, with the tonnage increasing from 70,000 (in 1951) to 
120,000. All other freight shipments from the Austrian capital 
to Linz amounted to only 1300 tons. Freight volume between 
Linz and Regensburg exceeded the 1951 tonnage by 30-40%. 

The Danube Steamship Company now operates a fleet of 
27 tugboats, 159 barges, 35 tankers and one self-propelled 
passenger vessel. In addition, the Cosmos Steamship Com- 
pany has two tugboats, 15 barges and 17 tankers which also 
sail under the Austrian flag. Two motor ships are now under 
construction. The freight capacity of the barges is 400 to 
500 tons and that of the average tanker 700 tons. 


2,652,588 TONS OF IRON ORE MINED IN AUSTRIA LAST 
YEAR. In 1952 Austria’s iron-ore mines achieved an output 
of 2,652,588 tons, as compared to 2,369,672 tons in 1951. 
This represents the highest output since the end of the war 
and compares very favorably (i.e., an increase of 40%) with 
the total tonnage mined in 1937 (1,884,694 tons). 


THIS WINTER'S TOURIST VOLUME ALREADY 9% AHEAD 
OF LAST YEAR'S FIGURES. This winter’s foreign tourist 
season in Austria got off to a good start in November and 
December, according to a recent announcement by the Aus- 
trian Tourist Promotion Agency. Compared to the same 
period in 1951, this year’s 350,925 overnight accomodations 
so far tabulated represent an increase of 9% in foreign tour- 
ist volume. 

Visitors from Germany account for the major share of 
this increase, with a jump of 43% over last year’s figures. 
The number of tourists from the Netherlands has increased 
by 26%, those from Denmark by 21%, those from the United 
States by 14% and those from France by 13%. Tourist traf- 
fic from Switzerland, Italy and Great Britain, however, re- 
flected a decline. Although the volume of business in 
January was somewhat below expectations, tourist hotels 
and boarding houses are again reporting a marked influx of 
visitors at all winter-sport centers which is expected to 
last until Easter. Accomodations at many winter-sport re- 
sorts have been booked solid for March. 


15,000 AMERICAN TOURISTS VISITED VIENNA IN 1952. 
Last year 15,000 tourists from the United States visited 
Vienna, thus taking advantage of the facility with which the 
Grey Card can be obtained by persons holding a U.S. (Cana- 
dian, British or French) passport; these two documents are 
the only ones required for a visit to the Austrian capital, 
which has again become a gay center of cultural life. The 
15,000 represent approximately one fourth of the total num- 
ber of Americans who came to Austria in 1952. 


HUNDREDS OF AUSTRIAN INNS AND BOARDING HOUSES 
CHARGING ONLY $2.00 PER DAY, AMERICAN PLAN. 
Tourists who are on a strict budget will welcome the news 
recently reported by the Austrian State Tourist Department, 
namely, that hundreds of Austrian inns and boarding houses 
in charming vacation areas are charging only $2.00 a day for 
room and board (three excellent meals). Most of these places 
offer comfortable facilities and all have running water and 
bathrooms. Some of them boast of attractive furnishings, 
beautiful locations or picturesque scenery such as are gene- 
rally found at large luxury hotels. 

Among the numerous low-budget hotels, mention may be 
made of the Post Hotel in St. Lorens, in the Lesach Valley 
(Carinthia); the Kroell in Ginzling; the Post in Zell-am- 
Ziller, near Mayrhofen; the Weisses Lamm in Telfers, in the 
Stubai (all in the Tyrol); etc. 


ALPINE GLIDER SCHOOL IN ZELL-AM-SEE STARTS 
SECOND SEASON. The Intemational Glider School in Zell- 
am-See (Salzburg province) will officially open its second 
season on May 1. This year the school will have 4 two- 
seater and 5 one-seater aircraft available for its students. 
The school’s opening season last year had 107 flying days, 
during which 2542 students and guests totalled 1200 flying 
hours and made 2246 take-offs. Moreover, 164 tests were 
given in the various categories of gliding. 
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WARM SULFUR SPRINGS DISCOVERED IN HAERING, 
TYROL. A very potent sulfur spring was recently discover- 
ed in Haering, in the Lower Inn Valley (Tyrol). In the judge - 
ment of the balneologist Professor Ferdinand Scheminsky, 
who surveyed the site, the newly found spring is the fourth 
richest sulfur spring in Austria. An initial chemical analy- 
sis established that the new spring has a high content of 
sulfur (18.6 mgs. of dissolved, free hydrogen sulfide per kg. 
of water). The temperature of the spring remains constant at 
15.4°C. (59.8°F.), thus making it ideal for tepid baths. 
Over a course of several months the spring was found to 
have a constant output of 155 cu.m. of water per day. 


CIVIL AVIATION SURVEY OF AIR TRAFFIC IN AUSTRIA - 
SUMMER 1952. The airlines listed below are now operating 
regularly scheduled flightsto or via Austrian airports: 


Schwechat Airport (Vienna): EL-AL, Air France, 
BEA, SAS and KLM. 

Tulln Airport (Vienna): Pan American Airways 

Hoersching Airport (Linz, Upper Austria): KLM 

Thalerhof Airport (Graz, Styria): JAT 

Salzburg Airport: SABENA, KLM, JAT and SAS 

Innsbruck Airport: KLM and SWISSAIR 


Since all flying facilities in Austria are still under Allied 
military control, no detailed statistical data can be given. 
All compilations are based on airline timetables, from which 
the following figures for August 1951 and 1952 have been 
takén. 

Types of aircraft used: DC-3 (21 seats); DC-4 (46 seats); 
DC-6 (48 seats); Elisabethan (47 seats); Convair (40 seats). 


REGULAR WEEKLY LANDINGS IN AUG. 


No. of Landi Seating C i 
anpenr f ings Seating Capacity 


1951 1952 1951 1952 
Vienna 69 54 2208 2100 
Linz 12 4 328 160 
Salzburg 20 16 534 286 
Innsbruck 28 10 588 286 
Graz 2 12 42 254 - 
Klagenfurt -- - 5 -- -—- 
TOTAL: 124 96 3700 3086 


These figures do not include charter plane service with 
regular flights to Austria, on which no information is avail- 
able. 


AUSTRIAN EXPORTS OF METAL-PLATED ARTICLES 
TREBLED IN 1952. in 1952 Austrian exports of silver-, 
nickel- and chromium-plated metal goods, consisting largely 
of tableware (but exclusive of knives, forks and spoons), 
trebled in volume. ‘This upward trend in foreign sales is 
attributed to a number of factors, including the sham de- 
crease in prices charged for export items in 1952, which has 
enabled Austrian industry to compete successfully abroad. 
Exports of metal goods to the Near East - Syria, Lebanon and 
Iraq - have been intensified and new markets were acquired 
in Portugal and South Africa. This increase in exports is of 
particular importance from the employment point of view, in- 
asmuch as the materials quota is limited to 15-20%. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





PROGRAM OF VIENNA INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
ANNOUNCED. The program of the 5th International Music 
Festival of the Vienna Concert Hall Society, which is to be 
held from June 3 to 20 during the Vienna Festival Weeks 
(see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bulletin VL/4 of February 
27, 1953) was recently announced. 

The festival will open with Richard Strauss’ seldom per- 
formed opera, ‘‘The Woman Without a Shadow.’’ Dr. Karl 
Boehm will conduct this concert version the first heard in 
Vienna for more than ten years. In addition to the Vienna 
Philharmonic and the chorus of the Vienna State Opera, the 
cast will include Christ] Golz, Elisabeth Hoengen and Set 
Svanholm. A second operatic concert version, Rolf Lieber- 
man’s ‘‘Lenore 40/45”’ (libretto by Heinrich Strobel), will be 
presented on June 12 under the musical direction of Hans 
Rosbaud conducting the orchestra of the Southwest Radio 
Network. The male lead is to be sung by the tenor Helmuth 
Krebs. Hans Rosbaud is also scheduled to conduct an or- 
chestral concert on June 9, the program of which will include 
three first performances: the Sixth Symphony by Karl Amadeus 
Hartmann, the cantata ‘‘Der Menschen Weg’’ (based on the 
work of Hoelderlin) by Josef Matthias Hauer (commemorating 
the composer’s 70th birthday), and the oratorical scenes 
‘‘Isaac’s Sacrifice’’ (based on the Vulgate version of the 
Scriptures) by Wolfgang Fortner. 


Music Festival to Promote Modern Music 


This year, too, the International Music Festival will be 
devoted to the presentation of modem music. The famous 
Belgian violinist Arthur Grumiaux will again be heard in 
Vienna after a long absence. On June 7 he is to play Alban 
Berg’s Violin Concerto. That same evening Paul Sacher will 
conduct the first performance of two new works, one by Igor 
Stravinsky and the other by Arthur Honegger. On June 8 or 
10 Grumiaux will give a violin recital of his own. On June 5 
Felix Prohaska is to conduct a number of works by young 
Austrian composers, including Gerhard Ruehm’s ‘‘Sonnen- 
gesang’’, a composition for string orchestra by Paul Angerer, 
and works by Paul Kont and Karl Schiske. In another orches- 
tral concert, this one scheduled for June 15, Heinrich Holl- 
reiser will perform the Second Piano Concerto by Boris 
Blacher. Also on the program is the orchestral version of 
Alban Berg’s ‘‘Lyric Suite.”” On June 18 Hollreiser will 
conduct “‘Trionfi’’ by Carl Orff. Another choral concert on 
June 14is to present the concert version of Claude Debussy’s 
“‘Martyrdom of the Holy Sebastian.’’ 

A special artistic attraction will be the appearance of the 
Vienna State Opera ballet performing Gottfried von Einem’s 
“Pas de Coeur’’, a piece by Manuel de Falla and a ballet 
version ofRichard Strauss’ ‘‘Don Juan.’’ An evening of organ 
music with Alois Ferrer on June 6, a Brahms evening with 
Irmgard Seefried and Wolfgang Schneiderhahn and a concert of 
chamber music by the Concert Hall Quartet on June 17 will 
round out the program of the festival. 
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AUSTRIAN WOMEN AUTHORS PUBLISH NEW NOVELS. 
Dolores Vieser, the Carinthian author well known for her 
novels ‘‘Das Singerlein,’’ ‘‘Der Gurnitzer’’ and ‘‘Hemma von 
Gurk,”” recently finished a new novel entitled ‘‘Aelia, A 


SPECIAL GALA CONCERT 
for 
RECONSTRUCTION OF VIENNA OPERA 
To be given in NEW YORK on March 30. 


On Monday, March 30, 1953, at 8:30 P.M., a special 
benefit concert will be given at the Assembly Hall of 
Hunter College (Park Avenue and 69th Street in New 
York City) for the reconstruction of the Vienna Opera 
House and for the Margit Bokor Memorial Fund of Colum- 
bia University, which is devoted to cancer research. 


The following is a partial list of the prominent artists 
who have graciously consented to appear: 


Herta GLAZ, Hilde GUEDEN, Lois HUNT, Zinka 
MILANOV, Jarmila NOVOTNA, Irra PETINA, Astrid 
VARNAY, Ljuba WELITSCH, John BROWNLEE, Thomas 
HAYWARD, William HORN, Oscar KARLWEIS, George 
LONDON, Gerhard PECHNER, Cesare SIEPI, Set SVAN- 
HOLM, Paul WITTGENSTEIN, and Robert LAWRENCE, 


who will act as master of ceremonies 


Tickets are available at the following prices: 


ORCHESTRA 
Price Tax Contribution 
Rows A-K $10.00 (2.50; 0.50; 7.00) 
L-O 6.50 (2.00; 0.40; 4.10) 
P-T 5.00 (2.00; 0.40; 2.60) 
U-DD 3.00 (1.00; 0.20; 1.80) 
BALCONY 
Price T ax Contribution 
Rows AA-F $ 6.50 (2.00; 0.40; 4.10) 
G-L 3.00 (1.00; 0.20; 1.80) 
M-Q 2.50 (1.00; , 0.20; 1.30) 


Kindly send your request for reserved tickets to the Aus- 
trian Institute, Inc., 165 West 46th Street, New York 36 (Tel.: 
Cl 7-0796; PL 7-0117). The office of the Institute is open from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, and from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Checks should be made payable 
to ‘‘Gala Concert’’. Tickets will be mailed to you. 


SSSI SSS SSSI ISR 
Woman from Rome.”’ The scene of this latest work is laid in 
the Roman town of Virunum in the province of Noridum (the 
Latin name for what is today known as the province of Ca- 
rinthia), and the action takes place during the reign of Em- 
peror Diocletian. The book will be published by ‘‘Styria’’ of 
Graz and Vienna and by Franz Ehrenwirt in Munich. 
Christine Lavant, another Carinthian author who is also 
noted for her fine lyric poetry, has written a number of short 


fiction pieces, both phantastic and realistic in setting, which 


have been published by Leykam in Graz under the title ‘‘Ba- 
ruscha’’, 


NEW AUSTRIAN CULTURAL FILM SHOWN AT PARIS 
CONGRESS. ‘‘Schlaf, Kindchen, Schlaf” (Sleep, Baby, 
Sleep),a new Austrian cultural film based on four well-known 
lullabies, was shown for the first time at the International 
Cultural Film Congress in Paris (March 3- 10). 

Each of the four parts of the film is built around a dif- 
ferent musical theme and portrays a different environment: 
the strains of Mozart’s lullaby provide the musical back- 
ground for an aristocratic milieu; the lullaby by Brahms ac- 
companies the middle-class scene; a folk song is used as 
the basis of a peasant setting; and finally, there is a touch- 
ing scene set to the music of ‘‘Silent Night, Holy Night.’’ 
Included among the performers are the Vienna Choir Boys, a 
double quartet of the Vienna Philharmonic, the Schneiderhan 
Quartet, the soprano Irmgard Seefried of the Vienna State 
Opera and other artists. Some of the scenes were shot in 
Kitzbuehel, Tyrol, and others at Leopoldskron Castle in 
Salzburg. The film was directed by Wilhelm Gareis. 


BREGENZ FESTIVAL TO BE HELD FROM JULY 25 TO 
AUGUST 16. The program of this year’s Bregenz Festival, 
to be held from July 25 to August 16, was recently announ- 
ced. It is to include a performance of Franz von Suppé’s 
operetta ‘‘Boccaccio,’’ on the floating stage of the Lake of 
Constance. The work will be produced by Alfred Rott and 
conducted by Anton Paulik. The new stage settings are 
being designed and constructed by A. Hoesslin, who built the 
16-yard-wide ‘‘stage on the lake’’ in 1951 for the production 
ofthe ‘‘Gypsy Baron.’’ 

Two concerts of the Vienna Symphony have been sched- 
uled under the baton of Clemens Kraus and Volkmar Andreae, 
with Walter Schneiderhahn as soloist. The Vienna State 
Opera ballet will present three ballet evenings. The new 
production of Friedrich Schiller’s ‘‘Die Verschwoerung des 
Fiesco zu Genoa’’ recently prepared by the Vienna Burg- 
theater under Josef Gielen will also be given at the festival. 
The remainder of the program includes a number of concerts 
by the Vienna Boys Choir and by a leading choral ensemble 
of Amsterdam, as well as an organ recital by Wolfgang 
Karajan. 


BRAIN MODEL MADE OF PLEXIGLAS ON EXHIBIT AT 
VIENNA TECHNICAL MUSEUM. Dr. Nagler, Director of the 
Vienna Technical Museum, recently completed a brain model 
for the institution at the suggestion of the noted natural 
scientist, Dr. Zlabinger. The model, which is made of 
Plexiglas, contains some five hundred wiring lines and in- 
numerable small lamps. In addition to the external contours 
of the brain, it also shows cross-sections of individual com- 
ponent elements. No less than 200 nerve tracks and nerve 
centers are indicated by more than 3300 ft. of wiring, which 
illustrate the nerve tracks in varying thicknesses and dif- 
ferent colors. The exact course of each nerve activity can 
be followed by throwing a stage-selector switch which oper- 
ates an automatic cascade connection. 
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““GERMAN MASS"’ BY JOHANN NEPOMUK DAVID TO BE 
PREMIERED DURING VIENNA FESTIVAL. The ‘‘German 
Mass,’’ a new work by the Austrian composer Johann Nepo- 
muk David who now lives in Stuttgart, Germany, will be per- 
formed for the first time during this year’s Vienna Festival 
Weeks (see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bulletin VI/4 of 
February 28, 1953). The mass will be sung by the Akademie- 
kammerchor at a special concert on June 3 which is also 
scheduled to include works by Johann Sebastian Bach. The 
concert will be conducted by Friedrich Grossmann. 


PABST AND KARAJAN PLANNING RICHARD WAGNER 
FILM. G.W. Pabst, the Austrian motion picture producer now 
living in Italy, is planning to make a documentary on the life 
of Richard Wagner, with Maleno Malenotti as the stage direc- 
tor and Herbert Karajan as the musical director. The orches- 
tra of the Scala of Milan, the Vienna Symphony and a Rome 
orchestra are scheduled to perform the music. 


MENUHIN AND FORER TO GIVE RECITALS AT 1953 
SALZBURG FESTIVAL. Violinist Yehudi Menuhin and 
organist Alois Forer will each give a recital at this year’s 
Salzburg Festival, to be held from July 26 to August 30. 
Mr. Menuhin’s program has not yet been announced, but Mr. 
Forer will present Austrian organ compositions by Paul 
Hofheimer, Lechthaler, Mozart, Bruckner and Franz Schmidt. 
His recital is scheduled to be given at the Salzburg Mozart- 
eum. 


ERNST HUBER EXHIBITS AT WHYTE GALLERY IN WASH- 
INGTON, D.C. Professor Ernst Huber, one of Austria’s 
greatest living painters (see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
bulletin, VI/2 of January 17, 1953), is staging an exhibition 
at the Whyte Gallery in Washington, D.C., under the dis- 
tinguished sponsorship of the Austrian Ambassador who 
opened it with a private showing. Most of the twenty paint- 
ings, which will be on exhibit through March 29, are water 


colors of European and American scenes. 
SEVERAL EXHIBITIONS HELD SIMULTANEOUSLY AT 


VIENNA “‘SECESSION."’ Toward the end of February, the 
Vienna ‘‘Secession’’ staged several exhibitions simultane- 
ously. One was in commemoration of Ernst Wagner, a painter 
known for his symbolic effects, who died in 1951 at the age 
of sixty. Franz Zuelow, now seventy, who once made atapest- 
ry for Kemal Attatuerk, exhibited oil paintings and water col- 
ors. Paul Meissner, winner of the Austrian State prize for 
1951, was represented in another hall, as was Rudolf Rich- 
ly, born 1893, who switched recently from the ‘‘Neue Hagen- 
bund’’ to the ‘‘Secession’’. 

LINZ EXHIBITION ON “‘WAR AND GRAPHIC ART." ‘The 
‘*Neue Galerie” in Linzis currently presenting an exhibition 
entitled ‘‘War and Graphic Art.’’ Featured are engravings 
from Jacques Callot’s series ‘“‘Miseres de la Guerre’’ based 
on scenes from the Thirty Years’ War, Francisco Goya’s 
‘‘Deésastres de la Guerre’’ depicting scenes from the Napvu- 
leonic Wars, and works by Otto Dix, Franz Maserel and Max 
Pechstein reflecting the suffering in World War I. 
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